
Assure Airway is Secure
If in doubt, intubate

Pearls: Interfacility Transport Considerations
Be certain you have sufficient types and quantities of pain medications for the duration of the transport.
Be certain you have a secure airway as well as appropriate ventilatory equipment, to include medications necessary to keep patient sedated 
during transport
Transport by the most effective and efficient means are indicated, this may include air transport but certainly includes the patient being 
accompanied by both the needed equipment and the appropriately trained personnel.
As with all interfacility transfers that must comply with the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA), interfacility transfer 
paperwork must accompany the patient to include at a minimum a referring physician, a receiving physician, a hospital acceptance and a risk/
benefit statement from the referring physician.

Assure two patent IV’s, determine fluid infused, assure rate volume delivered reflects burn resuscitation formula:  
Pts Wt kg x %TBSA x 0.25 / hr for first 8 hours
Pts Wt kg x %TBSA x 0.125/ hr for hours 9-24

Initiate or convert to Lactated Ringers Solution for IV’s as soon as possible.

Assure burns are covered with dry sterile dressings

Assure patient has a urinary catheter in place, document the I/O values before transport, maintain NPO, 

Titrate infusion of IV Fluid to maintain urine output at 30cc/hr for adults and 1cc/kg/hr for pediatric patients 

Assure pain management is ongoing, and ample supply is available for duration of the transport

Assure the patient has been given Tetanus immune globulin (if applicable)

Review as needed and secure copies for transport of diagnostic records to include:
chest radiograph, arterial blood gas values including carboxyhemoglobin, venous blood values to include BUN, 

electrolytes, creatinine and CBC, urinalysis 

Assure patient has an NG Tube placed

Needed
Equipment:

Ventilator

Cardiac Monitor

ETCO2

O2 Sat

NIBPM

IV Pumps

Recommended 
Equipment:

12 Lead Cardiac 
Monitor

I-Stat

Signs and Symptoms:
Burns, pain, swelling
Dizziness
Loss of consciousness
Hypotension/shock
Airway compromise/distress
singed facial or nasal hair
Hoarseness / wheezing 

History:
Type of exposure (heat, gas, chemical)
Inhalation injury
Time of Injury
Past medical history and Medications
Other trauma
Loss of Consciousness
Tetanus/Immunization status

Interfacility Transport Guidelines
Differential:

Superficial (1st Degree) red and painful
Partial Thickness (2nd Degree) blistering
Full Thickness (3rd Degree) painless/charred or leathery skin
Thermal
Chemical
Electrical
Radiation
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